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FROM THE DIRECTOR

n this issue, we focus on the call of Jesuits to promote full 
inclusion, empowerment and collaboration with women.  

Today, the reality of women in the world — and for those 
working for and with the Society of Jesus — is far from 

perfect. It remains in many ways an ideal. In a cultural and 
organisational context historically dominated by men, women 

remain underrepresented. They have suffered discrimination, 
exclusion, and often violence both outside of and within the 

Church. Much remains to be done; much remains to be heard.  

Jesuits recognise this reality, and their work for the progressive 
inclusion and empowerment of women is not just lip service.  

Following previous decrees, in 2021, after a discussion with a group 
of women, Arturo Sosa, SJ, Superior General of the Jesuits, announced 

the creation of the Commission on the Role and Responsibilities of 
Women in the Society of Jesus. This commission is the next step in the 

Society’s efforts in this regard.  

In Canada and Haiti, women lead and collaborate with many Jesuit and 
Ignatian organisations, as spiritual directors, teachers, management 

consultants, nurses, administrators and editors, among other occupations. 
They represent other women and are those who stand up for the dignity of 
all. Using their own knowledge and personal experiences, they advance the 
internal and external work of the Society of Jesus for justice.  

We hope that you will recognise among the testimonies in these pages some 
important women in your family, in your circle, in your parish and that you will 
join us in building the kingdom of God, a world in which the voice and sacred 
dignity of all are fully honoured.

José Antonio Sánchez
Director

Fannie Dionne 
Associate Editor 

photo: 50th 
Anniversary 
Congress of the 
SJES in Rome, 
the Jesuit Global
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FROM THE PROVINCIAL

Dear Friends, 

During my time in the 
novitiate, the first stage of 
Jesuit formation, the global 
Society of Jesus undertook 

its 34th General Congregation in 1995. GC34 produced 
many rich and diverse decrees. Among them, for the 
first time in our history, Decree 14 was entitled “Jesuits 
and the Situation of Women in Church & Civil Society.” 
The decree both acknowledges our debt to women and 
makes the commitment to work for and with women 
for justice and equality. As a novice I was inspired 
by the decree, and I requested a work assignment at 
a women’s shelter. For four months, I spent two days 
a week at the shelter babysitting, doing intake, and 
doing my best to provide a positive male presence for 
women and their children who, most often, were fleeing 
abusive relationships. The experience was as powerful 
as it was eye-opening to the reality of how women still 
struggle for equality and dignity. I have spent the past 
25+ years both remembering those experiences and, 
most importantly, trying my best to foster experiences of 
mutuality and respect for the essential role that women 
have played in my life and mission as a Jesuit. 

Recently, in 2021, Fr. General Arturo Sosa, SJ, 
established an international Commission on the Role 
and Responsibilities of Women in the Society of Jesus. 
Comprised of women and Jesuits from around the world, 
the mandate of the committee is to evaluate and make 
recommendations regarding “the participation and 

position of women and the structures of collaboration 
at all levels in institutions of the Society of Jesus and 
its apostolic works.”   

While awaiting the recommendations from the 
commission, I can say that from my vantage point of 
today working in leadership and governance of the 
Jesuit Province of Canada, I am aware daily of the 
leadership of women in our contemporary mission at 
all levels: in education, spirituality, social justice and 
province leadership. We can always grow, but I would 
like to think that the Jesuits of Canada are providing a 
positive example of valuing women in the Church and 
civil society — a value, to paraphrase Pope Francis that 
goes beyond functionality, how women also have an 
important role in awareness — raising, humanising and 
bringing affect — all gifts not exclusive to women, but 
characteristic of us. 

I am grateful to the editorial team for proposing this 
edition of Canadian Jesuits that is focused on the 
Jesuits and women. 

Much blessing, 

Erik Oland, SJ
Provincial of the Jesuits of Canada

We invite all Jesuits to listen carefully and courageously to the experience of women. Many 
women feel that men simply do not listen to them. There is no substitute for such listening. More 
than anything else it will bring about change. Without listening, action in this area, no matter how 
well-intentioned, is likely to bypass the real concerns of women and to confirm male condescension 
and reinforce male dominance. Listening, in a spirit of partnership and equality, is the most practical 
response we can make, and is the foundation for our mutual partnership to reform unjust structures.  
(General Congregation 34, decree 14 par 12)
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OUR WORKS

Ignatian women for

DIGNITY AND EQUAL VOICE 

From left: Sr. Laurence Loubières, XMCJ, Élodie Ekobena, Marcelle DeFreitas, and Jenny Cafiso

by Elise Gower
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To walk with Jesus is to 
walk with women, to witness 
the exclusion, violence and other 
injustices they suffer, but it is also 
to recognise their leadership in 
promoting full inclusion as well 
as dignity for all. The following 
highlights the prophetic efforts 
of four women who collaborate 
with the Jesuits of Canada. They 
speak of their contributions to the 
mission of the Society of Jesus, 
of their progressive inclusion 
and participation in a historically 
male-dominated context, and of 
their desires.

ROOTED IN THE GOSPEL 

There are multiple Gospel 
scenes and biblical women that 
I draw upon as I share the story 
of women leadership in Jesuit 
organisations. Scripture illustrates 
their significance in the life and 
mission of Christ. Élodie Ekobena, 
project manager for the Vivre 
ensemble sector of the Centre 

justice et foi, reminds us of the 
high esteem in which Jesus held 
women. “The stories revealing the 
graces that women’s leadership 
can produce are those of the 
women who accompanied Christ 
on the way to the cross when his 
disciples had either betrayed, 
abandoned or simply denied him. 
The others are the women who 
witnessed the resurrection. These 
images are edifying for me insofar 
as the presence of women, though 
crucial, has remained invisible. 
Yet, they were witnesses to 
the unspeakable, that is, to the 
injustice, violence, brutality, false 
witness and ostracism that Christ 
suffered. They watched over the 
dehumanized, reviled and crucified 
body.

Ekobena continues, “Moreover, 
they appeared on the first day 
of the week to give voice to the 
resurrection. They are therefore 
the faithful guardians of faith, of 
hope, and [they] prefigure a world 

OUR WORKS

This makes me say that in Jesuit 

bodies, their voice is crucial 

because they are witnesses and 

actors of the decisive questions of 

our time.”

Élodie Ekobena (top right) and the team of the Living Together sector photo: 
Centre justice et foi Facebook page
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to come. This makes me say that in Jesuit bodies, their 
voice is crucial because they are witnesses and actors 
of the decisive questions of our time.”

This important context frames a way of proceeding 
that uplifts women’s voices and contributions today. 

TOWARDS DIVERSITY AND REPRESENTATION 

Jenny Cafiso, Executive Director of Canadian 
Jesuits International, references an important shift in 
our understanding of mission. Concerning solidarity 
between the Global North and Global South (her work’s 
focus), she shares, “There’s greater awareness that 
we cannot speak ‘on behalf of.’ People have to speak 
for themselves, with their own voice. The same can be 
said for women in the Church. We need to be at the 
table and have a voice as equals — not have our words 
interpreted by someone else. We need to speak out of 
our own experience.”

“The mission of the Society of Jesus and its spirituality 
leads us to be actors in the world and to be present in the 
world,” Cafiso notes. In Ignatian terms, contemplatives 

in action. “We cannot be active in the world and exclude 
the voice of 50% of its population [women].” 

There are both graces and tensions in how this is lived 
out. There are strong examples of women moving the 
Jesuit mission forward, both at the forefront and behind 
the scenes — the Marys and Marthas of today.

Marcelle DeFreitas, president of Loyola High School 
in Montreal says, “I am surrounded by strong female 
leaders, including both of our vice-principals for 
the junior and senior schools, our campus ministry 
coordinator, teachers, learning specialists and so on. 
This is a change from only a few decades ago, when 
only a few women were employed at the school. This is 
a trend seen in Jesuit schools throughout North America 
— and an opportunity for transformational change in 
the way our schools approach leadership.”

Sr. Laurence Loubières, XMCJ, the first director of the 
Service for Common Discernment of the province and 
assistant to the provincial for Common Discernment, 
reflects, “My Jesuit colleagues and the other lay 
collaborators of the province are, for me, companions 
who seek together and explicitly to witness to Jesus 
Christ in Canada within the apostolic body of the 
province. I am fortunate to work more closely with some 
Jesuits in communal discernment missions, and I very 
much appreciate these opportunities for collaboration 
which I find very rich.”

In reflecting on her work toward a co-educational 
future, DeFreitas writes, “Jesuit education forms 
people of compassion, competence, commitment 
and conscience. These values transcend gender, but 
fostering them requires a diversity of perspective 

OUR WORKS

The mission of the Society of Jesus and 

its spirituality leads us to be actors in the 

world and to be present in the world.”

photo: 50th Anniversary Congress of the SJES in Rome, 
the Jesuit Global
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and voice for them to be lived and 
understood fully. The female voice 
is a critical aspect of that diversity 
of experience and is thus an integral 
part in ensuring the works of the 
Society of Jesus resonate with all 
youth.”

INSTITUTIONAL PROGRESS 

Fr. General Arturo Sosa, SJ, 
Superior General of the Society 
of Jesus, participates in visioning 
greater recognition of women. 
The Commission on the Role and 
Responsibilities of Women in the 
Society of Jesus demonstrates “an 
important step in recognizing the 
strong role women have played and 
will continue to play in the Ignatian 
tradition,” DeFreitas remarks.

Cafiso shares the lesser-known 
story that gave birth to this 
commission. During the 2019 
meeting at the Social Justice and 
Ecology Secretariat in Rome, Fr. 
General raised important challenges 
the Society needs to prioritize, the 
role of women listed among them. 
The women in attendance recognized 
the opportunity in Fr. General’s 
message and promptly requested 
a meeting with him. The next 
morning, they met with Fr. General 
to present a proposal. From this, the 
commission was established. As she 
remembers what followed in order to 
set up the commission, Cafiso notes, 
“It wasn’t easy.” Like the woman 

of the Gospels, Cafiso recalls, “We 
experienced some resistance. We 
experienced some fear; it’s part of 
the process. It’s a long road.” This 
road, she suggests, is the path to 
living out the Gospel message. 
“We believe everyone is born and 
made in the full image of God, and 
therefore they deserve to be treated 
with dignity and equal voice. In order 
for us to fulfill that mission, we 
have to have a gendered analysis of 
everything that we do to ask how is 
this affecting women.”

Ekobena conveys her hope that 
“it will not be limited to the roles 
of women leaders, but that it will 
be extended to other women who 
have other responsibilities and roles, 
certainly of lesser importance, but 
nevertheless important in Jesuit 
social works.”

Cafiso points to the intersectional 
reality that must be acknowledged.

“We cannot speak about racial 
issues, Indigenous issues, Global 
South issues, ecology or any issue 
that affects the lives of people in the 
world, without including the voice of 
women because all of these issues 
particularly affect women,” she says.

“Poverty has a racial face; poverty 
has a woman’s face; therefore, the 
solution has to include women.”

Sr. Loubières proposes, “I think 
that the current health crisis can 

OUR WORKS

Jesuit education forms 

people of compassion, 

competence, commitment, 

and conscience. These 

values transcend gender, but 

fostering them requires a 

diversity of perspective and 

voice for them to be lived 

and understood fully.”

photo: Loyola High School, Montreal 
Facebook page
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perhaps help to create the conditions for the emergence of 
a new face of the Church. Perhaps there is an opportunity to 
imagine a Church of tomorrow that is more inclusive, less 
clerical, more aware of its fragility but also more creative 
and attentive to being a leaven of communion wherever 
it is, starting with the way it considers and integrates the 
women who are active in it.”

These women leaders, prophets of Jesuit works, bring 
life to women discipleship.

OUR WORKS

photo: Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI

Poverty has a racial face; 

poverty has a woman’s face; 

therefore, the solution has 

to include women.”

Elise Gower, is the associate director of Contemplative Leaders in Action (CLA), an Ignatian spirituality 
and leadership project for young adults initiated by the Office of Ignatian Spirituality. She is personally and 
professionally committed to anti-racism work, the relationship between faith and the LGBTQ+ community, and 
the use of discernment as an essential tool for informed and effective leadership.
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KATERI NATIVE MINISTRY: 
A story of life, death and resurrection

OUR WORKS

The mind governed by societal systems 
leads to death, 

But the mind governed by the Spirit 
brings life and peace. 

The mind governed by societal systems  

is hostile to God’s law of love; 

it does not submit to God’s justice… 

But if Christ is in you, 

then even though you live within 
systemic injustice, 

the Spirit gives life… 

And if the Spirit who raised Jesus 

from the dead is living in you, 

that Spirit will also give life to you, 

Even in the midst of a culture of death. 

Taken from “The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice: 
A month of Meditations with Ignatius of Loyola” 
 by Patrick Saint-Jean, SJ 

- Romans 8:6, 7, 10, 11 (author’s paraphrase) 

by Elise Gower

photo: katerinativeministry.ca
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Kateri Native Ministry has been committed 

to the healing, reconciliation and spiritual 

growth of Indigenous people for over 20 years. 

Their headquarters is in eastern Ontario and 

serves in communion with the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Ottawa. 

This is the story of Kateri Native Ministry of 
Ottawa — a story of life, death and resurrection. In 
my account of this journey of transformation, I seek to 
honour the survivors of the residential school system. I 
uplift the wisdom and witness of Donna Naughton and 
Christian Veselovsky who invite us to know not what 
Kateri Ministry is but rather the essence of how the 
ministry came to be and continues today.

Donna Naughton, executive director of Kateri Native 
Ministry of Ottawa, begins by explaining the custom of 
gifting tobacco to an Indigenous knowledge keeper. This 
gesture accompanies the request for one to share their 
knowledge. I discovered just how sacred the sharing of 
ancestral knowledge is. As Donna speaks, she invokes 
Indigenous peoples, drawing specifically from her 
mother Bridget and her brother John Corston, founder of 
Kateri Native Ministry. These two people were the most 
influential in her life. 

LIFE  

Kateri Ministry celebrates Indigenous life. Named for 
their patron saint, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Kateri fosters 
a community where relationships are cultivated, culture 
is practiced and learning is mutual. Their outreach 
ministries, including an Indigenous Mass, workshops, 
music, and the Kendaaswin: How We Learn (a land-based 
healing program), are platforms through which healing 
and training coincide. Donna recalls the beauty of two 
worlds merging through her personal exploration of her 
Indigenous ancestry and Catholic faith. “I practice our 

culture; I participate in ceremonies. And I go to Mass 
and practice my Catholic faith. I am blessed with the 
opportunity to have one big explorative space.”  

Kateri Ministry celebrates Indigenous 

life. Named for their patron saint, St. 

Kateri Tekakwitha, Kateri fosters a 

community where relationships are 

cultivated, culture is practiced, and 

learning is mutual.” 

This experience Donna shared with John offered 
an important integration of her full-being, both her 
Indigenous and Catholic selves. She reflects on this 

OUR WORKS

photo: Kateri Native Ministry of Ottawa Facebook page
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intentional weaving of culture and heritage, saying, “It 
gives me a chance to experience Minobimaatisiiwin 
— the good life. I have the opportunity to do that 
with Kateri Ministry and it strengthens my faith with a 
deeper relationship to God.” She connects this to the 
Jesuit principle of “God in all things.”

The traditional Medicine 
Wheel represents the essence 
of a human being — spiritual, 
emotional, intellectual and 
physical. Donna references their 
essential connection. “As an 

Indigenous Catholic, my spirituality brings me into the 
fullness of Christ. If you take one part away, I’m no 
longer whole.”

Kateri’s vision statement recognizes truth and power 
in Christian and Indigenous spirituality. This means life 
and transformation through the fullness of an Indigenous 
identity. It is a recognition of God in all things.  

DEATH 

Residential schools, established by the Canadian 
government and administered, in part, by the Catholic 
Church, were the site of forced assimilation and fatal 
abuse. They operated under the guise of an education 
system, with the oppressive purpose of dismantling 
the Indigenous identity through Euro-Canadian and 
Christian indoctrination. From the 1880s through 1996, 
residential schools were destructive to Indigenous 
wholeness. Donna recounts, “Colonization arrived, and 
it was like a death where there was loss of language, 
identity, purpose and meaning — the things that are 
most important in the life of the community.”

Donna’s mother, a residential school survivor, was 
taught to fear key aspects of her culture as “evil.” 
She feared to even look at the drum — the heartbeat 
of Mother Earth. Consequently, she never passed her 
knowledge of living off the land to her children. “She 

was really afraid 
because she had 
been assimilated 
to believe those 
things were evil. 
She passed away 
never realizing how 
beautiful and sacred 
[Bush] culture is 
[that is, living off the 
land].”

Donna reveals the depths of intergenerational 
trauma and racism. “[My mother] always felt less than 
until she died.”

She and her siblings have borne this burden in 
their internalized sense of self and lack of communal 
coherence. Donna remembers John’s search for identity 
through harmful things, like alcohol, “that didn’t give 
him much love.”

The Catholic Church 
carries this history. Christian 
Veselovsky, young adult 
employee of Kateri Ministry, 
emphasizes a communal 
understanding of his faith. 
“Indigenous relations, right 
now, are the biggest issue 
with the Church in Canada.” In 
his personal and professional 

discernment, he determined, “I can’t be in a flawed 
institution if I’m not doing something about it.”

Donna and Christian have a profound relationship, 
one that embodies healing between the communities 
they represent and what is possible through 
authentic allyship and reconciliation. Reminiscing, 
Donna shares John’s concept of hope, that “all things 
are possible with love.” Christian notes the spiritual 
connection he feels to John, a man he never met, 

Donna Naughton 
photo: katerinativeministry.ca

Christian Veselovsky
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whose vision he is invited to participate in. This leads 
us to resurrection. 

RESURRECTION

Donna describes Kateri’s healing and reconciliation 
ministry with a certainty of resurrection: “We are 
able to explore our culture, have pride in who we are, 
understand where we come from and have hope for the 
future generations.” 

Donna defines hope as “something you anticipate but 
can’t see.” It is a trust in God’s calling, in “God bringing 
you to something.” John’s conversion and resurrection 
brought him to the role of an elder and staff carrier, one 
of the highest positions in the Indigenous community. 
His deep love for Christ enacted his desire to help 
Indigenous people and convey his Catholic spirituality. 
His healing experience elicited pride in reflecting God’s 
image through his Indigenous identity. He convened 
communities, speaking of God’s love and mercy until he 
took his last breath.

We are able to explore our culture, 

have pride in who we are, understand 

where we come from and have hope for 

the future generations.” 

John once asked Donna if she considered working in 
the ministry. She responded, “No, I don’t think so. You’re 
so gifted, and I don’t believe I have the same gifts that 
you do.” Like John, her journey of self-discovery led to 
a shared sense of pride, recognizing God in her own 
gifts and Indigenous roots. Donna now furthers John’s 
mission and vision. She considers her role to empower 
others in utilizing their gifts to lead the shared work 
of reconciliation. “We need each other,” she offers. 
“Reconciliation can’t happen on its own. We have to do 
this together.”

We are all invited to participate in the resurrection. 
Donna identifies three ways the Church can share in 
transformation: Honour the survivors and those who 
went on to the Creator; respect what they’ve done and 
their incredible strength; and celebrate what they bring 
to the Church. She affirms the Church’s apologies and 
ongoing work toward reconciliation: “But more action 
is needed. Reconciliation is done through action. Show 
me that you really understand. All the children who 
never came home. How it continues to affect our lives. 
Intergenerational trauma is real and continues. My hope 
is that our beautiful Catholic institution can come to that 
realization.”

Christian’s final reflection holds a palpable urgency: 
“Indigenous people are one of the Church’s greatest 
gifts in Canada. It’s important for people to understand 
that. Reconciliation is not a problem to be solved but an 
opportunity for the Church to receive the fullness of its 
mission.” Resurrection.

Kateri Ministry is not about what they “do.” Kateri is a 
spirit and way of being in the memory of John Corston, 
in the truth of the history the Indigenous community 
carries, and in the hope collectively envisioned. 

OUR WORKS

John Corston with Archbishop Emeritus Terry Prendergast, SJ  
photo: katerinativeministry.ca
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Donna identifies three ways the 

Church can share in transformation: 

Honour the survivors and those who 

went on to the Creator; respect 

what they’ve done and their 

incredible strength; and celebrate 

what they bring to the Church.“

Kateri Native Ministry has 
been working in partnership 

with the Jesuits for over 
20 years. It is now moving 

toward formalizing the 
relationship in some kind of 
covenant and endorsement.
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OUR WORKS HAITI

DREAMING OF THE FUTURE
and building the present at Faith and Joy

by Sister Clara Soza

photo: Sœurs de l’Amistad Misionera en Cristo Obrero Facebook page
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OUR WORKS HAITI

photo: Sœurs de l’Amistad Misionera  
en Cristo Obrero Facebook pageThere were no structures 

whatsoever. But there was 
hope and the desire to 
move forward, the most 
important things at that 
time ... and there were the 
children and young people 
who wanted to learn.”

“This school makes us dream of things we 
would never have dreamed of before.” — A Faith 
and Joy teacher in Canaan. 

In 2010, Haiti had just experienced the tragedy 
of an earthquake that devastated the capital. 
We, the Sisters of the Amistad Misionera en 
Cristo Obrero (Missionary Friendship in Christ 
the Worker – AMICO), came to join many others 
who wanted to collaborate in the reconstruction 
efforts.

Through Faith and Joy (Fe y Alegría), the Jesuit 
priests sought to build an educational community 
in the commune of Croix-des-Bouquets, a 
neighborhood of Port-au-Prince that was being 
formed by bringing together families displaced 
from the capital. The place was deserted, with 
no basic necessities, but it was better than 
wandering the streets of Port-au-Prince. For these 
families, it was the Promised Land. They named 
it Canaan.

Thus began the dream of building an 
educational project for the community of Canaan. 
The conditions were absolutely deplorable; the 
dust, the unremitting sun, no trees for shelter: it 
looked like the desert. There were no structures 
whatsoever. But there was hope and the desire to 
move forward, the most important things at that 
time ... and there were the children and young 
people who wanted to learn. Mathilda Décius, 
19, for example, says that it was at Faith and Joy 
school that she began to construct her future.
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The beginning was difficult, as we started from 
scratch. The sisters, Faith and Joy, and the community 
set out to create this educational project for those 
who were the most vulnerable, a source of hope and a 
guarantee of quality education.

Gérald Saint Victor Junior, 20, lives with his parents 
and three younger brothers in Canaan. He explains, “In 
the Canaan area, the community has improved a bit; 
the children have a different way of acting, an attitude 
of ‘faith and joy.’ We learn to respect the children as 
well as the adults, to look at our own community, and 
to show love for one another. We are also taught to be 
creative, so that we can help our community.”

Mathilda also talks about giving back to others. 
While she had to learn to study on her own because 
her parents didn’t have the time to help her, she now 
helps her brother and sister with their homework and 
studies using the methods taught by her teachers. She 
adds, “My teachers teach me to value what is good 
and to create a space of trust for all children.”

Over the years, great progress has been made thanks 
to the support of many people. We have provided 

human and Christian formation to the educational community, 
support staff, parents, and students by holding workshops on 
pedagogy and psychology, organizing recreational meetings, 
and offering spiritual retreats. A staff member whom I asked 
to testify about the importance of Faith and Joy in Canaan 
told me about the active presence of religious men and 
women, as well as the assistance of the parents, who are 
very grateful for this school. But there is still much to do.

The presence of our educational centre has had a significant 
impact on the Canaan community, which is growing in all 
areas. The centre’s staff is preparing to continue to help build 
a better society. Thanks to Faith and Joy, we are adding new 
classrooms that improve the living conditions of the children. 
Mathilda explains, “Each month we are given a verse, a 
value, an author and a thought to discuss that will encourage 
a spirit of positivity. There is no other place where I feel 
as good as when I’m at school surrounded by my friends, 
teachers, school workers and leaders.”

One Faith and Joy alumnus (and proud of it), testified to 
me about his journey: “I received a complete formation at 
Faith and Joy both on an academic and spiritual level.” Thus, 

photo: Sœurs de l’Amistad Misionera en Cristo Obrero Facebook page
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The centre’s staff is preparing 
to continue to help build a 
better society.”
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Faith and Joy has been present 
in Haiti since an earthquake 
devastated the island in 2010, 
depriving thousands of children of 
an education.

Faith and Joy provides training for 
teachers and holistic formation 
for children and is involved in the 
communities where the schools are 
located.

With over 4,500 students, Faith and 
Joy is present in five departments 
in Haiti.

The most important “indicator” of 
its impact: joy.

Sister Clara Soza is the 
director of the Faith and Joy 
school in Canaan.

our children have become young people who want to continue 
to dream. The support of Faith and Joy and the Spirituality 
Center has been precious. All this is possible when everyone 
participates by cultivating friendly, collaborative relationships. 
Thanks to the contribution of each person, we are a big family, 
we have hope, and we are convinced that together we can help 
to form individuals who can create a better society, where justice, 
equality and love prevail.

I received a complete formation at 
Faith and Joy both on an academic and 
spiritual level.”

There is no denying that these have been and continue to 
be difficult times. Violence and other forms of injustice are 
still present in the area, but we support and accompany this 
community that wants to see its children grow up happy and 
healthy, with better opportunities than their parents had. They 
want to offer a better future for the next generation. For this, we 
count on the help of people of goodwill.

photo: Sœurs de l’Amistad Misionera en Cristo Obrero Facebook page
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LOYOLA HIGH GOES CO-ED

After 125 years as an all-boys institution, Loyola 
High School in Montreal is preparing to welcome its 
first co-ed class in the 2023-24 academic year.  

“This is a mission-driven initiative,” said Marcelle 
DeFreitas, Loyola’s first female president. “Within 
the context of (the Jesuits’) Universal Apostolic 
Preferences (UAPs), it no longer made sense to 
continue without including girls in our student body 
in 2023.” 

The UAPs include walking with the excluded and 
journeying with youth to shape a hope-filled future. 

“The core mission has remained the same since 
we were founded, but the culture and the experience 
of students has consistently changed. It is now time 
to update our approach and our pedagogy to include 
girls,” said DeFreitas. 

THE NEW NOVICES OF THE JESUIT 
PROVINCE OF CANADA AND THE 

TERRITORY OF HAITI 

This summer, the Jesuits welcomed seven novices: 
two in Canada and five in Haiti. 

Samuel Cuellar confirmed a calling to the Jesuits 
through learning the discernment of spirits and 
attending vocation retreats. After discovering that he 
wasn’t cut out for a desk job, Alejandro Lozano worked 
at a shelter for people experiencing homelessness, a 
group home for adults with disabilities and a nursing 
home before entering the Jesuit novitiate.

In Haiti, the Spiritual Exercises sparked Wilner 
Alcide’s desire to follow Jesus in the manner of St. 
Ignatius. Garry Derolus taught catechism, which 
nourished his desire to join the Society. Shibely 
Fistidor learned about Ignatian spirituality through the 
Missionary Sisters of Christ the King. Darley Revost 
was drawn to the Jesuits’ simplicity and commitment 
to the mission. Mathieu Semervil studied philosophy 
and worked at a parish before teaching as a candidate 
for the Society. 

RELATIONS NOW LED BY  
ALL-FEMALE TEAM

The editorial and production team of the journal 
Relations will now be an all-female triad — the first 
in 80 years. Relations is published by the Centre 
justice et foi, a centre for progressive social analysis 
founded and supported by the Jesuits.  

Over the past few decades, Relations has been 
led by female editors (Gisèle Turcot in the 1980s and 
Carolyn Sharp in the 1990s) and a female director 
(Élisabeth Garant from 2006 to 2022), and a number of 
women have served on the journal’s editorial board. 
However, this is the first time that the editorial team is 
entirely female, with the recent hiring of philosopher 
and lawyer Julie Perreault, who will join Catherine 
Caron and Myriam Cloutier on staff.

JESUITS’ REACTION TO THE POPE’S 
VISIT TO CANADA 

After Pope Francis’ July 2022 visit to meet with 
Indigenous peoples in Canada, Jesuits reflected 
on the trip, during which the pope asked for 
forgiveness from Indigenous peoples “in the name 
of the Church.”

Fr. John Meehan, SJ, said that reconciliation 
involves “every Canadian” and that it is time to take 
action and implement what the pope said, including 
support for Indigenous people, language, culture 
and spirituality. “The pope was very genuine, very 
present,” said Fr. Gilles Mongeau, SJ. “We will still 
need time to really understand what took place, 
so that what the pope did really enters people’s 
consciousness and so that we understand better the 
work that remains to be done,” he added. 
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JESUITS COLLABORATE TO IMPROVE LIVING 
CONDITIONS IN HAITI’S GRAND SUD 

Since last October, and after careful analysis and 
discernment, the Society of Jesus in Haiti — with the help 
of the international Society of Jesus, Xavier Network and 
Canadian Jesuits International — has been working to 
improve the living conditions of our compatriots who 
were severely affected by the last earthquake in the 
Grand Sud on August 4, 2021. Twenty of the 120 houses 
that we planned to build are completely finished, and 
60 others are under construction in the departments 
of the South and the Grand’Anse, in four different 
localities: Sucrerie Henri, Ducis, Corail and Pestel. In 
a country of mourning and insecurity, of corruption 
and social injustice, this project, which is only 
a drop in a huge ocean of needs, represents a 
glimmer of hope for our farmers and brings 
smiles to the faces of many families. These 
families also benefit from training workshops 
on environmental protection and resilience 
and on how to respond to natural disasters. 
Even though all the funding has not yet 
been secured, we take this opportunity 
to express our deepest and most sincere 
gratitude to our benefactors.

JESUIT MIGRANT 
SERVICE 

CELEBRATES ITS 
25TH ANNIVERSARY  

This year the Jesuit Migrant 
Service (JMS) celebrated its 

25th anniversary. For 25 years, 
JMS has been serving and 

accompanying displaced people, 
whose numbers are increasing 

in all societies — especially 
ours — and who are in situations 

of extreme vulnerability. It was a 
moment of joy and gratitude, but also 

of reflection and remembering. A few 
months later, however, on September 

16, the JMS offices in the border town of 
Ouanaminthe were vandalized and looted 

by angry demonstrators protesting against 
the lack of security, the increase in fuel 

prices at the pump and the high cost of living. 
Even as we try to recover some documents 

and replace some materials and equipment, 
we do not intend to give up, and we are already 

organizing the resumption of our activities in the 
North East for the benefit of the neediest.
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Would you recommend this magazine to others 
interested in the Jesuits of Canada?

 Yes  No

Why: ____________________________

Where did you find this magazine?

 Received by mail  Retreat centre

 Parish or church  Website

 Given by a friend  Given by a Jesuit

 Other: ____________________________

How many issues of Canadian Jesuits have you 
read?

 1  2  3  4

How much of the latest magazine did you read?

 All of it  Most of it

 Some of it  None of it

You prefer to read Canadian Jesuits…

 In print  Online  Both
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 Our Works  Canadian Jesuit

 International Jesuit  International Work

 Canadian News  International News
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 Resources 
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_________________________________________

Please indicate your agreement with this 
statement: “Canadian Jesuits magazine 
strengthens my interest in the Jesuits.”
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 Disagree  Strongly disagree
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for your time and support.
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answers or fill out the survey online:

https://bit.ly/survey-CanadianJesuits
Fill it in for a chance to participate for free in a retreat organised by one 
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ENROLLMENT 
CARDS

PERPETUAL ENROLLMENT
An enrollment for prayers 
and Masses. If you would 
like to send a Perpetual 
Enrollment, include the 
name of person(s) to receive 
the certificate, your name, 
address, and donation.

An enrollment with the Jesuits is a promise to members 
that they will share in the Masses and prayers that Jesuits 
of Canada offer for their friends and benefactors.

WHAT ARE 
ENROLLMENT CARDS?

ORDER ONLINE
You can always donate and order cards online. Go to www.jesuits.
ca, click "Support Us" on the menu, then click "Mass Enrollments 
 & Perpetual Memberships."

CARD ORDERS (Please check which version)A
FOR THE LIVING QTY

Christmas 
       A       B       C

Birthday 
       A       B

Mother's Day

Thank You

All Occasion
    A     B  

Recovery

FOR THE DECEASED QTY

In Loving Memory 
       A       B

PERPETUAL ENROLLMENT ORDERS:

YOUR INFORMATION

PAYMENT INFORMATION

B

C

Name: _______________________________   Member  Number: ________________

Address: __________________________________________   Apt/Suite #: _________

City: ___________________________    Province: _______   Postal Code: ___________

Email: _________________________________________   Tel: _____________________

I am a Jesuit Alum Class of: ________________________________________________

School:  ______________________________________________________________

A TAX RECEIPT WILL BE ISSUED FOR DONATIONS $10.00 AND OVER

Card #: ___________________________________________  Expiry: _______ /_______    

CSV: _________   Signature: ________________________________________________

 Mastercard           Visa           AMEX           Cheque
 Void Cheque enclosed for monthly withdrawal Amount: $____________ 

MAIL TO:
Jesuit Office of Advancement
43 Queen's Park Cres. E. Toronto, ON  M5S 2C3

Tel: 416.481.9154   |   Toll Free: 1.855.962.4500
Fax: 416.962.4501 
Email: supportus@jesuits.ca

CHRISTMAS A CHRISTMAS B CHRISTMAS C

BIRTHDAY BBIRTHDAY A MOTHER'S DAY

THANK YOU

ALL OCCASION A

IN LOVING MEMORY A

ALL OCCASION B

IN LOVING MEMORY B

RECOVERY

For Perpetual Enrollment orders please 
visit us online. See above for our 
website instructions or call our office at 
416-481-9154.

enrollment cards
$5 for one year
$15 for six years

perpetual membership
Deceased: $40.00
Living: $40.00
Family: $125.00
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OFFERINGS:



SPIRITUALITY 

BETWEEN MYTH AND MYSTICISM:
The truth about Mary Magdalene

Mary Magdalene reading (circa 1500-1510) by Piero di CosimoMagdalene with two flames, (circa 1625-1650) by Georges de La Tour

by Scott Lewis, SJ
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There is abundant evidence that she was 

highly regarded in the early Church and was 

close to Jesus.”

Several years ago, there was a stunning 
art exhibit that focused on the images of Mary 
Magdalene throughout history. In the numerous 
paintings of Mary, she was often depicted as 
a gaunt and haggard penitent while others 
portrayed her as a somewhat voluptuous 
beauty. The paintings tell us much about her 
impact on culture. She has fired imagination and 
speculation for centuries, especially in the 21st 

century. She would probably be surprised and 
amused that she is still a hot topic and capable 
of provoking controversy.  

In the sixth century, she was tagged with the 
label of prostitute by the erroneous identification 
of Mary with the unnamed sinful woman in Luke 
7 — and so she remained for many centuries. 
Mary became the symbol of the penitent 
woman, forgiven but never allowed to shed her 
tarnished label. She was a key figure in many 
of the speculative esoteric Gnostic works of 
the second and third century, in which she was 
portrayed as a semi-cosmic figure second only to 
Jesus. In our own time, Mary has been a central 
figure in several sensational novels. 

In fact, there is no scriptural evidence that 
she was a prostitute or a successor to Jesus. 
But there is abundant evidence that she was 
highly regarded in the early Church and was 
close to Jesus. Mary is mentioned 12 times in 
the Gospels, more than many of the apostles. 
In Matthew, Mark and Luke, Mary was present 
at the tomb with several other women as they 
encountered the risen Jesus. According to Luke 
8, Jesus had cast seven demons out of her, 
possibly signifying healing from physical and 
psychological trauma.  

In John’s Gospel, Mary stood at the foot of the 
cross with the mother of Jesus and the Beloved 
Disciple. She went to the tomb on Easter morning 

alone, and finding it empty, she ran to tell Peter and the Beloved 
Disciple. They came and verified her story but returned home 
perplexed.  

As Mary stood weeping in the garden outside the tomb, she 
had the first encounter with the risen Jesus. He missioned Mary 
to bear an important message to the apostles, earning her the 
semi-official title of “apostle to the apostles.” The message of 
Jesus was, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, my 
God and your God.”  

Throughout John’s Gospel, Jesus insists that humans are 
incapable of knowing or reaching God without help from 
above. By referring to “my Father and your Father, my God and 
your God,” Jesus signaled that God was now accessible to all 
humankind. Jesus becomes our brother — and we brothers 
and sisters to one another. “I have seen the Lord,” she reported 

The conversion of Mary Magdalene (circa 1548) by Paolo Veronese

SPIRITUALITY 
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to the apostles. In John, to see is to experience and understand, 
and she had clearly done both.  

But why did he appear first to Mary and the other women? He 
did so for the simple reason they were there — they had not 
run away, and their devotion to him would not be interrupted 
by death. In his interactions with women, Jesus had always 
treated them with respect and compassion. He defended them 
from mistreatment by others, whether it was bullying from 
some of the apostles (Mark 14) or a bloodthirsty lynch mob 
(John 8). He affirmed their worth and dignity and made it clear 
that they had every right to be instructed in the ways of the 
kingdom (Luke 10). Mary and others accompanied him in his 
ministry (Luke 8: 1-3). They responded to his affirmation and 
took his words to heart. It is a strange irony that despite the 
biblical witness and the example of Jesus, the gifts and talents 
of women have been ignored or underutilized for centuries.   

Fr. Scott Lewis, SJ, is a lecturer in Catholic Studies at 
Campion College in Regina, Saskatchewan. Previously, 
he was an associate professor of New Testament at 
Regis College and a founding member of the Toronto 
School of Theology. He is also a past president of the 
Canadian Catholic Biblical Association. Fr. Lewis has 
also written many books; most recently for Novalis, he 
contributed to the “Getting to Know (Scripture)” series.

But why did he appear first to 

Mary and the other women? He did 

so for the simple reason they were 

there — they had not run away, and 

their devotion to him would not be 

interrupted by death.”

Apparition of Jesus Christ 
to Mary Magdalene 
(circa 1835) by Alexander 
Andreyevich
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A BIBLE AND THE SCENT  
OF JASMINE:
The vocation of Abin Mathew, SJ

by Rachel Moccia
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Abin Mathew, SJ, discerned his vocation with the guidance 
of his family and the Virgin Mary. Now, he’s in his first year of 
philosophy studies at Fordham University in the Bronx, New York, 
and serving at an after-school program for children in the Bronx. 
His is a journey marked by deep faith, embodied in concrete 
experiences of service to others. 

YOU GREW UP IN SAUDI ARABIA, INDIA AND CANADA. 
TELL ME ABOUT YOUR CHILDHOOD AND HOW IT SHAPED 
YOUR FAITH. 

My parents are from India, but they were working in Saudi Arabia 
when I was born. We lived in a wonderful community of immigrants, 
all of them from south India. But you don’t have a lot of freedoms 
in Saudi Arabia, especially if you’re Catholic. We couldn’t even go 
to Mass on Sundays. 

Every year, we would go to India for a month, and I remember 
my parents taking us to Mass every morning for those 30 days to 
make up for not being able to go the rest of the year. So, at that 
age it was clear to me that religion was something my parents 
considered to be very important, and so, I should take part in it.  

1992: Born in Riyadh,  
Saudi Arabia 

2005: Moved to Kerala, India 

2009: Moved to Alberta, 
Canada 

2019: University of Alberta, 
BSc in Psychology 

2020-2022: Novitiate, 
Montreal, QC 

March 2021:  
Short Experiment

January-June 2022:  
Long Experiment 

2022-present:  
First Studies, Fordham 
University, Bronx, NY

PORTRAIT OF A CANADIAN JESUIT

Every year, we would 

go to India for a month, 

and I remember my 

parents taking us to 

Mass every morning for 

those 30 days to make 

up for not being able to 

go the rest of the year.” 
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I continued to wrestle 

with these two worlds 

— the world of success 

and the world of service 

— throughout my 

teenage years.”

When I was 12, we moved to India. I attended 
boarding school there, and that’s when I really 
started to wrestle with two worlds that seemed to 
appear before me. As a new kid coming into school, 
I was thinking: I have to say the right things, wear 
the right clothes, and play the right sports in order 
to be considered cool. At the same time, I’m reading 
the Bible that my grandmother gave me, and there 
is this other world where you forgive, you love, you 
sacrifice, you want to serve, you want to be last. As a 
teenager, I didn’t really know what to do with this or 
which world I should be chasing. 

HOW WERE YOU ABLE TO COME TO CLARITY 
IN YOUR DISCERNMENT? 

I continued to wrestle with these two worlds — 
the world of success and the world of service — 
throughout my teenage years. 

In 2014, I attended a retreat with my grandmother, and 
it was there that I first had the thought that if this world 
is real, if God is real, then I want to love everyone; I 
want to serve everyone; maybe I should be a priest!  

IT SOUNDS LIKE YOUR GRANDMOTHER WAS 
PRESENT AT SOME IMPORTANT MOMENTS 
ALONG YOUR FAITH JOURNEY. DID ANY OTHER 
WOMEN SHAPE YOUR VOCATION? 

Actually, Mary played an important role! When I was 
14 years old, I went to a retreat where the director 
encouraged us to pray the rosary all night. So, one night I 
was praying the rosary in front of a huge statue of Mary, 
and the smell of flowers hit me. I sort of dismissed it 
and thought someone must be wearing strong perfume. 
After the retreat concluded, it happened a few more 
times, but I still didn’t think much of it. Then one night 
I was lying on my bed, lazily saying a rosary when the 
scent hit me again. I prayed to Mary and said, if this is 
really you, send me another scent as a sign. As soon as I 
said it, the smell of jasmine hit me, and I thought, this is 
crazy! Before, I had been smelling a generic floral scent, 
but now suddenly, it’s a smell that I recognize and love. 
It was an important affirmation for me, and I continued 
to pray for Mary’s guidance on my journey. 

Vocational talk at St. Paul’s High School, Winnipeg, MB, 
Long experiment, Winter 2022

Community walk with Mama Bear Clan, North Point 
Douglas, winter 2022
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So, one night I was praying the rosary 

in front of a huge statue of Mary, and the 

smell of flowers hit me.” 

YOU JUST PROFESSED FIRST VOWS IN AUGUST OF 
2022. WHERE HAVE YOU FOUND JOY IN YOUR TIME 
WITH THE SOCIETY? 

I have a strong calling to work directly with people, so 
I’ve found a lot of consolation in the ministries where I’ve 
served.

During novitiate I spent six weeks serving in a home for 
people with disabilities. I would help out with whatever 
needed to be done — cleaning, doing dishes, playing with 
the children. I loved it. There was so much joy as soon 
as we walked in. The organization was called Les Enfants 
d’Amour, the children of love. Originally, I thought the 
name must refer to the fact that these children are loved 
and cared for by the people who work here. But as soon as 
I walked in, I realized the name refers to the children’s joy 
and abundant love, not ours.  

Girls basketball team at Gonzaga Middle School, Winnipeg, MB, Long 
Experiment, Winter 2022

Short Experiment at Les Enfant d’Amour, with Christina, Sarah, 
Fannie, Delphine and Gabrielle Brissette

Rachel Moccia is the director of the Office of 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation for the 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul USA. She 
holds a Master of Divinity and is passionate about 
supporting faith communities in their work for justice.

YOU ALSO WORKED WITH YOUNG PEOPLE AT A 
NATIVITY SCHOOL FOR FIVE MONTHS. WHAT DID YOU 
LEARN FROM THAT EXPERIENCE? 

The school serves one of the poorest neighborhoods in all of 
Canada. I was working with Indigenous children and families, 
recent immigrants, and refugees. The experience gave me a lot 
of perspective on Indigenous life in Canada and the cycles of 
trauma families have experienced.

I also learned a central part of our charism [spiritual gifts]: 
the importance of walking with people and learning from them 
what they need, instead of imposing our own solutions. That 
only works when you’re able to walk with others as equals, 
which is what we’re called to do.`

I also learned a central part of our 

charism [spiritual gifts]: the importance 

of walking with people and learning from 

them what they need, instead of imposing 

our own solutions.”
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Our parents’ appeals to us as children 
— “Be good! Be wise!” — have stayed in 
our memory as simple requests to calm 
down and be reasonable. Did they really 
want us to be filled with the gift of wisdom 
that King Solomon sought for himself in 
order to better lead his people? Probably 
not. Nevertheless, their words drew our 
attention to this gift that should be sought 
and received with gratitude.

Wisdom can be recognized in those who 
are reflective, who take into consideration 
the various aspects of reality in order to 
intelligently and compassionately adapt 
and make the right decisions. In Ignatian 
terms, isn’t this what the practice of 
discernment is all about? This is what Fr. 
Adolfo Nicolás, SJ, 30th Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus, suggested to the 
members of CLC at their world assembly in 
2013:

“The Church needs a spirituality that 
fosters wisdom and depth in order 
to respond to today’s needs. Ignatian 
spirituality trains us to reflect and meditate, 

IGNATIAN WISDOM

THREE WAYS TO INTEGRATE 
IGNATIAN WISDOM 
into our daily lives

by Gisèle Turcot, SBC
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to distinguish what is superficial and banal from what is profound and real. 
Ignatian spirituality trains us to be aware, to discern.”

We live in a world that demands our attention in many different ways, 
where one click is enough to open up an infinite number of possibilities. 
The danger of becoming too dispersed is all the more present when we are 
attracted by novelty. There is the risk of becoming scattered, of not being 
attentive to the inner voice in the depths of our being.

How can we learn to be more aware, to discern? Whatever the 
circumstances of our lives, this gift will not be denied. Ignatian practices 
can lead us to nurture those dispositions of heart and mind that Ignatius of 
Loyola began to discover after being wounded by a cannonball.

First thing in the morning, I am called to centre myself. My personal 
mission is to love and serve my Creator, not to be distracted by trivialities 
or consumed by daunting challenges. In contemplation in his presence, I 
sometimes find that I feel like running away or neglecting the commitments 
I have made. If I become aware of this, I will ask for the grace to reject the 
temptation to take the easy way out. This is the first step on the road to 
wisdom.

Ignatian spirituality trains 

us to reflect and meditate, 

to distinguish what is 

superficial and banal from 

what is profound and 

real. Ignatian spirituality 

trains us to be aware, to 

discern.”

Ignatian practices can lead us to nurture those 

dispositions of heart and mind that Ignatius of 

Loyola began to discover after being wounded by a 

cannonball.”

IGNATIAN WISDOM

My work and relationships with 
colleagues require all my inner 
resources: I’m called to modify my way 
of proceeding; I’m asked to examine 
development projects when human 
and financial resources are becoming 
scarcer; relationships between 
colleagues can trigger dissatisfaction or 
even provoke confrontations that leave 
deep scars. Each situation challenges 
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my ability to see clearly the issues at stake, to 
overcome my fears, and to appreciate the potential 
of the people and the organization. All this can be 
exacerbated by the inherent pressure of competition 
and efficiency. Is this not an environment in which 
we can “train to be attentive, to discern,” in the 
words of Fr. Nicolás.

In the evening on days like this, the Ignatian 
practice of reviewing the day can become a source 
of wisdom. Given that in the morning I expressed my 
desire to live in God’s presence, I begin by trying to 
recognize the signs of his accompanying presence 
throughout the day. A hallelujah of gratitude and joy 
can spring from my heart. An uneasiness may also 
resurface, and questions arise: What caused me 
to react in such a way that I lost my temper and, 
above all, how did the situation get so bad? Ignatius 
stresses the need to find peace, consolation. It is a 
call to recognize my vulnerability and to meet the 
merciful Father. Here I am, like King Solomon, ready 
to ask for wisdom:

“Give me Wisdom, seated beside you; deign to 
send her... For she knows all things, understands 
all things, will guide my actions with prudence, 
will guard me with her glory. Then my works will 
be pleasing to you, I will judge your people with 
justice... And who would have known your will, if 
you had not given Wisdom and sent your Holy Spirit 
from above?” (Wisdom 9:1-18)

By linking the gift of wisdom to the gift of 
Spirit, King Solomon understood that despite the 
ego’s attachment to its autonomy, human beings 
cannot achieve wholeness unless they are open to 
something greater than themselves. In an era of 
competitiveness and achievement, wisdom is the 
feminine ingredient capable of building bridges 
between our aspirations and the harsh reality, so 
that humanity and the planet can achieve justice and 
lasting peace.

IGNATIAN WISDOM

Each situation challenges my ability 

to see clearly the issues at stake, to 

overcome my fears, and to appreciate 

the potential of the people and the 

organization.”

Gisèle Turcot, SBC, is a member of 
the Institut Notre-Dame du Bon-Conseil 
de Montréal and has been its Superior 
General since 2015. After obtaining a 
master’s degree in social work at the 
University of Montreal and a decade 

of practice in disadvantaged areas, she taught at the Laval 
University School of Social Work before engaging in the work 
of social analysis. She is committed to promoting the role 
of women in society and in the Church. She believes deeply 
that the solidarity actions of small groups can improve the 
conditions necessary for justice and peace.
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PUBLICATIONS

THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES RECLAIMED: UNCOVERING LIBERATING 
POSSIBILITIES FOR WOMEN, 2ND EDITION BY ELIZABETH LIEBERT 
AND ANNEMARIE PAULIN-CAMPBELL
This companion to St. Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises does justice to women’s experience across 
contexts. The authors provide fresh interpretations of every aspect of this spiritual classic, 
bringing together feminist consciousness and a broad knowledge of psychology and theology.

BUSY LIVES & RESTLESS SOULS: HOW PRAYER CAN HELP YOU FIND 
THE MISSING PEACE IN YOUR LIFE BY BECKY ELDREDGE  
A spiritual director and writer, Becky Eldredge interprets principles of Ignatian spirituality in a 
fresh way to equip us with prayer tools that are accessible and practical within the relentless 
realities of daily routines. She also shows us how we can bring to life our relationship with God 
by becoming what St. Ignatius called “contemplatives in action.”

SET THE WORLD ON FIRE: A 4-WEEK PERSONAL RETREAT WITH THE 
FEMALE DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH BY VINITA HAMPTON WRIGHT  
In this book, spiritual director and Ignatian spirituality writer Vinita Hampton Wright offers a 
four-week personal retreat that immerses readers in the dramatic lives and groundbreaking ideas 
of the only four women who have been named Doctors of the Church:  Thérèse of Lisieux, Teresa 
of Avila, Catherine of Siena and Hildegard of Bingen.

EVENTS, PUBLICATIONS, RESOURCES 

VIRTUAL ECO-POETRY RETREAT  
Eco-poetry is more than a poem about nature — it’s a powerful way for us to feel the 
realities of our ecological crisis, and it urges us toward transformation. Renew your 
relationship with creation through this four-part self-guided eco-poetry retreat. For more 
information, please visit: jesuits.org/eco-poetry

IGNATIANSPIRITUALITY.COM 
This website offers information on and experiences of Ignatian spirituality from Jesuit and 
Ignatian sources around the world, providing pathways into the major areas of Ignatian 
spirituality: prayer, spiritual direction, retreats and making good decisions. For more 
information, please visit: ignatianspirituality.com

ONLINE RESOURCES
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EVENTS

ATTEND A RETREAT 

Many of our Jesuit retreat houses are offering both online and 
in-person retreats. To find the latest opportunities, visit: 
 jesuits.ca/events

ANNUAL JESUIT PROVINCIAL’S DINNER – 
TORONTO 
Join the Jesuits of Canada on April 12, 2023, for their 15th 
annual Jesuit Provincial’s Dinner – Toronto.  

The dinner will honour Jesuit jubilarians, especially those who 
are celebrating 50 years in the Society of Jesus. The event 
will also present a member of the community with the Magis 
award, which is given to an individual or individuals who have 
done more for Christ and therefore more for their community.  

Proceeds from this event support the formation of young 
Jesuits and care for Jesuit priests and brothers in the Jesuit 
infirmary in Pickering. For more information, please contact the 
Jesuit Office of Advancement at 416-481-9154 or via email at 
supportus@jesuits.ca.  

EVENTS, PUBLICATIONS, RESOURCES

Stay Connected with the Jesuits of Canada for  
More Resources 
For more Ignatian resources, events and publications, follow us on our 
social media channels and subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter,  
In All Things.

Sign up at http://bit.ly/newsletter-abonnement-signup

Becky Sindelar is a mother 
of two and does freelance 
communications work for several 
Jesuit organizations from her 
home in the Chicago suburbs. She 
is an alumna of Loyola University 
Chicago and has worked in some 
capacity for the Jesuits since 
graduating in 1999.

@jesuitsofcanada@Jesuits ofCanada@jesuits.ca
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IGNATIAN FORMATION BEYOND 
THE CLASSROOM: 
The journey of Sonal Castelino, XMCJ, and Dan Leckman, SJ
by Colleen Hogan, photos courtesy of Dan Leckman/Sonal Castelino

The preaching of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Thomas van Apshoven, around 1665

FORMATION

Many congregations are oriented by Ignatian spirituality, and Ignatian formation typically involves 
significant classroom time. Dan Leckman, a Jesuit brother, and Sonal Castelino, a Xaviere Missionaries 
of Christ Jesus sister, can attest to that. 

But reflective of Ignatius of Loyola’s conviction that God can be found in all things, Ignatian formation 
also happens beyond the classroom, through every experience, interaction and prayer over a person’s 
lifetime. Dan and Sonal share how Ignatian spirituality and formation have shaped them and their 
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Community is central to Ignatian formation

FORMATION

ministries, embodying what it means to be formed in an 
Ignatian way for ministry today.  

WHAT ACADEMIC FORMATION DID YOU 
RECEIVE?  

Sonal: Related to Ignatian spirituality, I did my 
theology studies at Regis College — the Jesuit Faculty 
of Theology in Toronto — with Dan. In the Master of 
Divinity program, we were trained in pastoral work and 
explored how to make theology more accessible to the 
people we encounter on a regular basis. 

Dan: I went into studies very reluctantly because I’m 
not great at school, and I had already done two degrees 
from McGill University and a degree at Concordia 
University. But I met people like Sonal and realized this 
is an extension of community. This is not only learning 
and growing in our faith, but it’s meeting people of faith 
who are mission-minded. 

WHAT WAS YOUR NOVITIATE EXPERIENCE LIKE? 

Dan: Novitiate was a very intense experience of 
community and exposed me to the Ignatian way of being, 
praying, seeing the world, etc. During my first couple 
weeks, I was feeling like the Radiohead lyrics “I don’t 
belong here,” because in my novitiate class alongside 
me and my measly undergraduate degree there was, 
you know, a fellow with a Ph.D. in astrophysics from 
Princeton and another with a law degree from Harvard. 
It was intimidating.

Within a couple of weeks, I learned it’s not about the 
studies but about the gifts you have and how you live 
them out together. Everyone that comes to the novitiate 
is needed. We all have a role to play. 

Sonal: The Xavière sisters are a French congregation, 
which meant that I was in France for my novitiate. The 
first year’s intention is to know more about who Jesus is 
and to desire to be his disciple through conversion and 
ongoing conversion. The second year is oriented toward 
being willing to be sent on mission anywhere in the 
footsteps of Christ. Ignatian spirituality and formation 
were means that allowed me to be more available in 
that.  

This is not only learning 

and growing in our faith, but 

it’s meeting people of faith 

who are mission-minded.” 
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HOW HAVE THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES BEEN A 
PART OF YOUR IGNATIAN JOURNEY? 

Sonal: During my novitiate, the Spiritual Exercises 
were a concrete part of my formation. It’s essentially 
this recognition of who we are, created in God’s image 
and likeness, created in love to live in love — to see 
how we have or have not responded to this invitation 
and to experience God’s mercy regardless. Through that, 
we enter into a full relationship. It’s not by work or act 
but by simply being.  

Dan: The Exercises are a very human, lived and 
engaging experience of meeting your God. When I 
did my Gospel meditation during tertianship with the 
Nativity scene, I was standing around asking, “What 
am I supposed to do here? This is not my story. This 
is Joseph, Mary and Jesus’ story.” It must have been 
inspiration from the Holy Spirit when Joseph reached 
out to me and said, “Hey, you made it! Thank God. 
You’re just going to be with us, and that’s it. That’s your 
job. Be with us.” As Sonal was saying, it’s not about 
doing but being, which is so cliché for this world but is 
crucial to learn to live out.  

WHAT ELSE HAS PARTICULARLY INFLUENCED 
YOUR FORMATION AND SPIRITUALITY? 

Dan: [Fr.] James Martin, SJ, is one of the biggest 
influences, and I tell people what I read in his book 

years ago. Your prayer is basically showing up and 
shutting up. You’re present, and you let go of all your 
own misconceptions, and you connect. It’s amazing how 
many people I see healing through that process. For me, 
that’s part of Ignatian learning — learning to connect in 
a real way to engage with God and the world. 

Sonal: For me, it’s the examen. That was really my 
first taste of Ignatian spirituality. When I was discerning 
religious life, this prayer was very foundational. You ask 
for the grace to look at your day through the eyes of the 
Holy Spirit, and you see moments that were life-giving 
and that were difficult, life-taking. You ask for a spirit of 
gratitude for the good moments, for forgiveness for the 
moments where we weren’t up to the mark and for the 
grace to be faithful the next day  

It’s not about doing but 

being, which is so cliché for 

this world but is crucial to 

learn to live out.”

Remembrance 
Vigil - Violence 
against Women 
event

FORMATION
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HOW HAVE YOU FORMED OTHERS IN IGNATIAN 
SPIRITUALITY THROUGH YOUR MINISTRIES? 

Sonal: I made my first vows on August 15, 2021, and 
then was sent to Toronto. I now work in campus ministry 
at the University of St. Michael’s College. A lot of my 
role is to be a listener to students who are exploring 
freedom and pushing boundaries for the first time. 
Ignatian spirituality helps me in how I create a space 
that is open and welcoming for students to be safe and 
to belong, so they can have the courage to explore.

During Lent last year, we used a resource called “The 
First Spiritual Exercises.” People can choose a way that 
speaks to them, so it might be a passage of Scripture 
through Lectio Divina — listening to and remaining with 
the passage. For some, it’s imaginative, like painting 
a picture. For some, it was the conversations and the 
group they found most helpful. 

Dan: I work as a spiritual director in Guelph [at the 
Ignatius Jesuit Centre]. One of the challenges, but also 
joys of my life, is giving the Exercises and eight-day 
retreats. Some retreatants will tell me, “Whenever I 
talk to God, it’s only myself that I hear. I don’t so much 
hear from God” — at which point I always point them 
to Genesis, chapter one, which says we are created in 

God’s image. Could God not be in their own thoughts, 
emotions, and experiences? And that’s an eye opener 
for a lot of people.

WHAT RESOURCES WOULD YOU RECOMMEND 
TO OTHERS WHO WANT TO GROW IN THEIR 
IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY?

Dan: Fr. James Martin’s “The Jesuit Guide to Almost 
Everything”, Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa’s “The Ascent of 
Mount Sinai”, America Magazine’s podcast “Jesuitical” 
and the “Reimagining the Examen” app.

Sonal: Mark Thibodeaux’s “Reimagining the Ignatian 
Examen and God’s Voice Within”, Fr. Timothy Gallagher’s 
“The Discernment of Spirits”, and Margaret Silf’s “Inner 
Compass”.

Ignatian spirituality helps me in 

how I create a space that is open 

and welcoming for students to be 

safe and to belong, so they can 

have the courage to explore.”

Sonal with members of St. Mike’s Campus Ministry

FORMATION

Colleen Hogan, is a content producer 
at Catholic Relief Services. She works 
on issue-based campaigns to engage 
Catholics and others of good will in CRS’ 
lifesaving work around the world.
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EAT, PRAY, LOVE?
The power of community in discerning one’s vocation

by Aric Serrano, SJ

PORTRAIT OF AN INTERNATIONAL JESUIT

In order to experience meaningful 
spiritual growth, people of faith need a 
spiritual support system.

While I hope that, as a Jesuit, I have 
supported many on their faith journeys, 
I, too, owe a debt of gratitude to many 
who helped me along my way. My aunt, 
Sr. Teresa, played a significant role in my 
spiritual development and vocation. I learned 
about myself and where God was leading 
me through my relationship with Sr. Teresa. 
She entered the Discalced Carmelites in 
Lake Elmo, Minnesota, in 1993. As a result, 
my awareness of the austere lives of the 
nuns began my formation toward my own 
vocation. Over the years, my family formed 
a bond with the community through visits 
and letters. The sisters supported my family 
through prayer and food donations. As my 
family grew to 13 children, we could always 
use it.

The idea of being a religious came to me 
in high school. Whenever we went to visit 
the Carmelites, the odd sense of peace and 
stability that the sisters exhibited interested 
me. I wanted that peace, so I thought: “I 
should be a Carmelite.” However, five days 
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PORTRAIT OF AN INTERNATIONAL JESUIT

with a group of monks taught me that God was not 
calling me to contemplative life.

After that experience, I remembered reading some 
stories about St. Ignatius Loyola and St. Francis Xavier 
from a children’s book of saints. The stories of their lives 
sparked something inside of me. But my family lived in 
Clayton, New Mexico, at the time and there were no 
Jesuits for miles. In my correspondence with Sr. Teresa, 
she told me her spiritual director was a Jesuit and put 
me in touch with him. Thus, I began my discernment 
with the Society of Jesus.

Sr. Teresa has always been a spiritual authority in my 
life — “spiritual authority,” as in someone I continually 
look to for trusted advice. She is one of the many 
insightful women who deepen my own vocation.

During first studies in New York, I had the gift of 
meeting various religious women. I taught music to 
elementary students at St. John Chrysostom Elementary 
School in the Bronx and got to know the Dominican 
Sisters of Sparkill. I was moved by the fierce love 
the sisters gave to the students and the wider Bronx 
community. I also worked with the Sisters of Life and 
was touched by their love, generosity and devotion to 
living out their mission of protecting life.

Whenever we went to visit the 

Carmelites, the odd sense of peace 

and stability that the sisters exhibited 

interested me.”

Sr. Teresa has always been 

a spiritual authority in my life 

— “spiritual authority,” as in 

someone I continually look to 

for trusted advice.”

Aric Serrano, SJ, is grateful for  
Sister Teresa’s prayers at her solemn 
profession of vows in 1996.
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Similarly, my time teaching at Regis Jesuit High School also 
brought me into contact with numerous administrators, teachers 
and parents — women praying, working and loving. It is my opinion 
that Jesuit apostolates would not be able to function fully without 
women leading and sustaining them.

Pope Francis affirms that men and women need each other in order 
to grow. In his words, “Experience teaches us: in order to know 
oneself well and develop harmoniously, a human being needs the 
reciprocity of man and woman. When that is lacking, one can see 
the consequences. We are made to listen to one another and help 
one another.”

From his General Audience on April 15, 2015, Francis continues: 
“We can say that without the mutual enrichment of this relationship 
— in thought and in action, in affection and in work, as well as in 
faith — the two cannot even understand the depth of what it means 
to be man and woman.”

Indeed, the mutual enrichment of men and women through 
relationship allows for the flourishing of both. This flourishing 
allows for God’s love to be known, as the history of the Society of 
Jesus reflects. St. Ignatius himself corresponded with many women 
throughout his ministry. Women were significant in helping the 
Jesuits establish colleges and charitable works.

Women have held spiritual authority throughout the history of the 
Church. St. Mary Magdalene was the first person to see Jesus and 
announce it to the disciples. St. Hildegard of Bingen was incredibly 
influential through her letters to people seeking her advice. Dorothy 

Through the work 

women do in the Catholic 

Church and beyond, they 

demonstrate that they love 

much.”

PORTRAIT OF AN INTERNATIONAL JESUIT

Aric Serrano, SJ, prepares to lead music at a Mass in the Bronx with
two Dominican sisters and students.
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Aric Serrano is a Jesuit. He is 
doing his theology studies at the 
Jesuit School of Theology of Santa 
Clara University.

PORTRAIT OF AN INTERNATIONAL JESUIT

Day helped form a movement dedicated to caring 
for the poor. There are numerous examples of 
women throughout Church history — women 
within religious orders as well as single and 
married life. Many have led quiet lives of little 
notoriety while impacting those around them in 
profound ways.

St. Ignatius writes that love is shown more in 
deeds than in words. Through the work women 
do in the Catholic Church and beyond, they 
demonstrate that they love much. Jesuits are 
spiritually impacted by the women that we meet; 
the many faithful women we encounter inspire us 
and offer us direction. They inspire by following 
Jesus’ example and imitating his self-emptying 
love. Like the Blessed Virgin, they hear God’s word, 
and they keep it by making space in their hearts for 
Jesus; no cost is asked, and room is freely given.

Their witness of faith encourages me to follow 
Jesus more closely and allows my relationships 
to point directly to God. Without the guidance and 
inspiration of the many women of strong faith that 
I have encountered throughout my life, I would not 
be where I am today.

Annunciation by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo JESUITS.CA | 45  



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Fr. Stan Swamy, SJFr. Javier Campos Morales, SJ, and Fr. Joaquín César Mora Salazar, SJ, were murdered in Mexico

Jesuits and colleagues in Darjeeling

Fr. Arturo Sosa apologizes for 
Indigenous residential schools.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

JESUIT FATHER GENERAL 
APOLOGIZES FOR JESUIT 

INVOLVEMENT IN INDIGENOUS 
SCHOOLS IN THE U.S.  

On August 16, 2022, Fr. Arturo Sosa, SJ, Superior 
General of the Jesuits, visited the Lakota peoples of 
the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reservations in South 
Dakota, where Jesuits have worked in partnership with 
the Lakota for 135 years.  

Fr. Sosa apologized, “On behalf of the Society of 
Jesus, I apologize for the ways in which Saint Francis 
and Holy Rosary Missions and boarding schools 
were for decades complicit in the U.S. government’s 
reprehensible assimilation policies, trying to eradicate 
your culture. I ask for your forgiveness for that and for 
any other abuses that any of you or your ancestors 
suffered.” He also expressed the Jesuits’ support for 
the Truth and Healing process that is now underway.

FR. STAN SWAMY, SJ, 
POSTHUMOUSLY HONOURED 

Fr. Stan Swamy, SJ, who passed away in 2021, 
was honoured with the Martin Ennals Award, 
given to human rights defenders, in June 2022. A 
priest and activist who promoted human rights in 
Jharkhand, India, Fr. Stan dedicated much of his 
work to advance the rights of Adivasi communities 
— Indigenous tribes of India who are known as 
protectors of the environment. 

Fr. Stan was unjustly imprisoned for defending 
their rights in 2020 and was incarcerated for nine 
months before he died on July 5, 2021, at age 84. 

Hans Thoolen, chair of the award jury, said “The 
jury wished to shine a light on Fr. Stan’s many 
contributions to human rights, which cannot be 
eclipsed by his unjust incarceration by Indian 
authorities.” 

DARJEELING JESUITS RESPOND TO A 
WORLD CHANGED BY COVID-19  

COVID-19 has exacerbated the marginalization of 
the poor and vulnerable in India. When the pandemic 
was at its worst in the spring of 2021, the Darjeeling 
Jesuits responded in innovative ways to reach 
communities during lockdowns. They focused on 
relief distribution, vaccination, livelihood support, 
special education and skills-training programs.  

Today, with support from Canadian Jesuits 
International, the Jesuits there continue to 
implement and adapt these programs to a world 
changed by the pandemic. For example, their Human 
Life Development and Research Centre established 
13 study centres in remote areas for children who 
didn’t have access to online education during 
lockdowns. Today, the centres continue to tutor 
more than 400 students.

JESUITS COMMITTED TO SERVING 
REMOTE VILLAGES OF MEXICO 

Two Jesuit priests were killed inside a church in a 
remote mountainous area of northern Mexico on June 
21, 2022. Fr. Javier Campos Morales, SJ (79), and Fr. 
Joaquín César Mora Salazar, SJ (80), were murdered 
while trying to defend a man who was seeking refuge 
in their church and was being pursued by an armed 
person.  

The priests had spent much of their lives serving 
the Rarámuri people of the region, who have suffered 
centuries of poverty, exclusion and exploitation.  

Several months after the murders, the Jesuits have 
no plans to leave the area. The two Jesuits who 
survived the attack remain at the parish because of 
their love for the people, the culture, and the land and 
to “accompany the mourning.” 
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INTERNATIONAL FEATURE

From exploited tea garden workers  
to successful entrepreneurs: 

A STORY OF HOPE

“This is why the people of our tea gardens 
are unable to afford quality education and 
break the cycle of poverty,” writes Nishita 
Lakra, community organizer for the Human Life 
Development and Research Center. 

“At one point, I was very poor, but a Jesuit 
priest helped us when we were children. He 
helped us flourish as people, and now I’m a 

strong woman trying to impact other women 
in the same way,” says Samapti Chettri. She 
is a facilitator for the self-help groups of the 
Human Life Development and Research Centre 
(HLDRC), a Jesuit organization launched in 
2013 that addresses injustices faced by tea 
plantation workers in Darjeeling, India. The 
HLDRC serves the most vulnerable people in 
the Darjeeling district: In the Ignatian manner, 

by Fannie Dionne, screenshots from the documentary series “Jesuit Stories” of the Society of Jesus - General Curia in Rome

Tea garden workers are working eight hours per 
day for a meager salary (around CAD$83 per 
month) used for food, provisions, clothes and 
the education of children. They are often denied 
a just wage and access to legal benefits, and 
they are sometimes forced to become indentured 
labourers, living in the tea estates from generation 
to generation and being totally dependent on 
the tea estate owners. Life is confined to the 
routine of working in the tea estates, followed by 
household work and taking care of their children 
and families.

photo: Human Life Development and 
Research Center Facebook page
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INTERNATIONAL FEATURE

In the Ignatian manner, 

it addresses the root of 

inequality and oppression 

in order to be a true agent 

of social change.”

it addresses the root of inequality 
and oppression in order to be a 
true agent of social change. The 
small collectives organized in the 
local communities are composed 
mainly of women working on 
the tea plantations who have 
revolutionized the lives of the 
participants. 

“The tea industry, while a major 
contributor to the provincial and 
local economy of the region, 
has not given back to the tea 
plantation communities that have 
sustained it for more than 150 
years,” says Fr. Lalit Tirkey, SJ, 
who was director of the HLDRC 
for many years. Germina Minj, for 
example, explains that with her 
meagre salary, she didn’t even 
have enough money to buy rice in 
the market. The cycle of poverty 
had to be broken. 

The Jesuits of the Darjeeling 
Province in West Bengal are 
working to improve the lives 

of women and their families. 
Their efforts to bring about 
real change in society include 
raising awareness among 
disenfranchised tea estate 
workers about their rights, 
advocating with the government, 
providing education and 
alternative sources of income, 
and accompanying workers in 
their struggle for a better life.  

With the help of Canadian 
Jesuits International, HLDRC 
has launched, among its other 
programs, alternative livelihood 
opportunities for tea plantation 
labourers. The number of 
self-help groups has continued to 
grow. “One of the reasons for the 
dramatic increase in the number 
of groups is that HLDRC provides 
opportunities to explore a variety 
of ways to pursue or supplement 
livelihoods,” Fr. Tirkey explains.  

Together with other women, 
Minj started a self-help group, 
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asking each woman to pay a monthly fee. “We very 
quickly saved a lot of money, so we got together to 
decide what to do with the group,” she says. The group 
agreed to ask the bank for a loan, so that they could 
open a store on a piece of land. But they needed more 
money. Other people lent a goat and a cow, which 
created another source of income from the sale of the 
goat and cow’s milk.  

Self-help groups can also support more of their 
members’ personal initiatives. For example, Christina 
Sore, who lives with her family of eight, is a member 
of the KIaramtoli group. Through membership fees, the 
group was able to obtain a loan from a bank to support 
the women. With 30,000 rupees (approx. CAD $500), 
Sore was able to start a small business. “With this 
money, I opened a store — Sharan Telecom — [which 
has] a Xerox machine and other small machines. The 
Jesuit-run HLDRC also helped me to set up the store.” 

Some groups offer training opportunities: courses 
in English, basic computer skills, sewing, weaving, 
and even livestock rearing, which give people more 
opportunities to find work outside the plantations. Jhana 

Burman is learning how to custom produce different 
types of clothing. “I like the atmosphere here; the 
teacher is always there to help us. Once I am adequately 
trained, I will open a small store so that I can help my 
family with monthly expenses. And I will train others so 
that they can also make something of their lives.” 

The loans and skills that the women acquire help them 
start small businesses. “We offer training courses in the 
village area, especially to empower women. We teach 
them how to start a business based on their knowledge 
and interests. We also show them how to improve 

INTERNATIONAL FEATURE

The HLDRC serves the most 

vulnerable people in the Darjeeling 

district: In the Ignatian manner, it 

addresses the root of inequality 

and oppression in order to be a true 

agent of social change.”

By providing leadership training and support 
to 30 self-help groups, all but five of which are 
led by women, the HLDRC has been able to 
reach about 5,000 people. HLDRC also conducts 
research and maintains a database of migrant 
and missing women, including victims of human 
trafficking. It is an active member of Lok Manch, 
a national platform to promote the dignity and 
well-being of marginalized people in 12 Indian 
states through political interventions and 
improved access to their legal rights, including 
health and education.
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their standard of living. We show them how to have a 
business and a home life at the same time,” says Chettri. 

Some groups have also embarked on raising 
community awareness in areas such as health and 
hygiene, maternal care, environmental action, and the 
campaign against human trafficking. 

“Livelihood support is a holistic and multifaceted 
endeavour as far as HLDRC and tea plantation 
communities are concerned,” Fr. Tirkey concludes. 
“People facing livelihood challenges sometimes need 
only a little assistance — a plot of land, a microloan, 
some seeds, or some training and advice — to 
significantly improve their lives.” 

Donate online - Canadian Jesuits International: 
https://www.canadianjesuitsinternational.ca/
fundraising/donate-online/

INTERNATIONAL FEATURE

We offer training courses in 

the village area, especially 

to empower women.”

Fannie Dionne is a historian, a mother 
of two boys (loves coffee!) and passionate 
about social justice and ecology. She holds 
a Ph.D. in Jesuit-Indigenous relations in 
New France, an MA in French literature and 
a certificate in communication.

The work of Canadian Jesuits 
International (CJI) and of the 
organization itself is Ignatian 
because it allows us to put our 
faith into action. It engages us as 
Christians in the transformation 
of the world in which we live and 
allows us to implement all the 
Universal Apostolic Preferences, 
particularly that which calls us to 
“walk with the excluded.” 

— Victor Reyes, CJI
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SEEKING JUSTICE
and building bridges

by Frédéric Barriault

WITNESSES OF A LIFE

Visitors to Bellarmine House, the main Jesuit 
office in Canada, will surely have seen the huge room 
with glass doors that bears the name of the Jesuit 
Jean D’Auteuil Richard. But who was this man that his 
memory should be honoured in this way?   

Frequently celebrated during his lifetime and even 
after his death for his prophetic role in the silicosis 
affair, Fr. D’Auteuil Richard is both the most French 
Canadian of Quebec Jesuits and a compelling witness 
to the radical transformations experienced by the 
Society of Jesus and the Jesuits in Canada during the 
20th century.

Portrait of Jean D’Auteuil Richard, SJ, Paul Hamel, SJ, photo: The 
Archive of the Jesuits of Canada / Archives des jésuites au Canada, 

2015-0058.4.1120

Fr. D’Auteuil Richard is a 

compelling witness to the radical 

transformations experienced by the 

Society of Jesus and the Jesuits in 

Canada during the 20th century.”
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WITNESSES OF A LIFE

A SOCIALLY COMMITTED JESUIT

Jean D’Auteuil Richard was born in 1906 
in the village of Richard, Saskatchewan, 
a municipality founded by his father Émile 
Richard and his mother Arthémise D’Auteuil. 
The future Jesuit had a compound name, 
an uncommon practice in early 20th-century 
Canada. His parents sent him to study at 
the Jesuit College in Edmonton, where he 
discerned his religious vocation. He entered 
the Society of Jesus in 1923 and did his 
novitiate and scholasticate in Montreal, 
where he was ordained 12 years later in 1935. 

Fr. D’Auteuil Richard came from a generation 
of Jesuits trained in the social sciences who 
had experienced the Great Depression of the 
1930s, the Russian Revolution of 1917, and 
the rise of fascism in the interwar years. He 
quickly stood out because of his concern for 
social justice. In 1937, his provincial sent him 
to pursue his education in Europe, where he 
studied sociology and became interested in 
the commitment of Catholic labour activists to 
social and union issues; he then did doctoral 
studies about professional organizers in 
Canada. Back in Canada in 1940, he quickly 
put his knowledge to good use, first at the 
École sociale populaire, the early predecessor 
of the Centre justice et foi, as well as at the 
Jesuit journal L’Ordre nouveau (1936–1940). 
He also became the chaplain of the railway 
workers. 

In the early 1940s, this Jesuit specialist in 
union and labour organizations began to take 
an interest in the issue of public housing. The 
city of Montreal was then hit by a serious 
housing crisis. The Ligue ouvrière catholique 
and other social organizations promoted the 
creation of building and housing cooperatives. 

In the March 1948 edition of 

Relations, the journalist Burton 

Ledoux and Fr. D’Auteuil Richard 

warned people of the toxicity 

of silica dust inhaled by miners 

and residents of the village of 

Saint-Rémi d’Amherst in the 

Laurentides.”

Essay “Vers l’organisation professionnelle au Canada”  
photo: The Archive of the Jesuits of Canada / Archives des 

jésuites au Canada, 0900-3021.2.3.1_5
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Fr. D’Auteuil Richard gradually became an expert on this 
issue, publishing many articles on the subject, first in the 
pages of L’Ordre nouveau and the brochures of the École 
sociale populaire, then in those of Relations, the journal 
that he cofounded in 1941. He played a key role in the 
creation of the very first housing cooperative in Montreal 
and became one of Quebec’s leading authorities on the 
subject. 

THE SILICOSIS AFFAIR, THE QUIET REVOLUTION, 
AND VATICAN II: DRIVERS OF CHANGE 

In 1941, Fr. D’Auteuil Richard became the very first 
editor of Relations, which was in solidarity with the 
struggles of the labour movement. The mining industry, 
strongly supported by the government of Maurice 

Duplessis, was at the very core of the Christian social 
justice movements that were concerned not only with 
workers’ rights but also with the effects of occupational 
diseases such as silicosis and asbestosis, which 
were themselves denounced by the union members 
at the time. In the March 1948 edition of Relations, 
the journalist Burton Ledoux and Fr. D’Auteuil Richard 
warned people of the toxicity of silica dust inhaled 
by miners and residents of the village of Saint-Rémi 
d’Amherst in the Laurentides.  

As soon as it was published, the report stirred 
controversy: The mine owners’ response was brutal. 
Pressure was brought to bear on the Jesuits, as well as 
on the Archbishop of Montreal, Joseph Charbonneau, 
who ordered Relations to publish a retraction. Fr. 
D’Auteuil Richard was forced to leave the journal and 
the diocese of Montreal. 

Humiliated, broken and angry, despite many letters of 
support, Fr. D’Auteuil Richard was appointed professor 
and later rector of the Collège de Saint-Boniface in 
Manitoba. He left his mark as a defender of the French 
language and culture as a minority in Western Canada.  

He began a new stage in 1954 when he became 
professor of sociology and rector of Notre-Dame de 
Port-au-Prince Major Seminary in Haiti, as well as 
superior of the Jesuit community in the country. He 
participated in several major Jesuit and Catholic 
meetings in the Caribbean. He thus developed a broader 
vision of his apostolate and of the Society of Jesus. 

WITNESSES OF A LIFE

Conference “Lelogement et la famille, R.P. Jean 
d’Auteuil Richard , S.J. de l’École sociale populaire“ 
photo: The Archive of the Jesuits of Canada / 
Archives des jésuites au Canada, 0900-3021.1.6.3.3_9

Address by Jean D’Auteuil Richard, honorary 
doctorate reception, University of Manitoba,  
photo: The Archive of the Jesuits of Canada / 
Archives des jésuites au Canada, 0900-3021.4.2

54 | CANADIAN JESUITS



Elected provincial of the Jesuits in French Canada 
in 1959, Fr. D’Auteuil Richard had to face a society 
and a Church in the midst of major transformation. In 
Quebec, it was the time of the Quiet Revolution — 
and in Rome, that of the Second Vatican Council. At a 
time of postconciliar intellectual and spiritual renewal, 
of secularization of institutions and of mentalities, 
the Jesuits of French Canada, including Fr. D’Auteuil 
Richard, tried to bridge the gap between tradition and 
modernity.  

In 1966, Fr. D’Auteuil Richard returned to academic 
life as rector of the University of Sudbury, the first 
Jesuit university in Canada. He once again became 
the ardent promoter of French-Canadian cultural and 
linguistic vitality, this time in northern Ontario. 

Finally, in 1973, he returned to Quebec. Fr. D’Auteuil 
Richard was named rector of Collège Charles-Garnier 
before gradually withdrawing from his many 
commitments to enjoy a well-deserved retirement. He 
passed away in 2002. 

WITNESSES OF A LIFE

The first four directors of Relations at Villa Saint-Michel, photo: The Archive of the Jesuits of Canada / Archives des jésuites au Canada, 
0900-3021.4.33

Frédéric Barriault,  a historian with an 
Ignatian heart and spirit, is responsible 
for research at the Centre justice et 
foi, where he coordinates the project 
Mémoire du christianisme social in 
Quebec (mcsq.ca).

At a time of postconciliar intellectual 

and spiritual renewal, of secularization 

of institutions and of mentalities, the 

Jesuits of French Canada, including Fr. 

D’Auteuil Richard, tried to bridge the gap 

between tradition and modernity.”
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S C H O L A R S H I P S
DONATIONS UP TO OCTOBER 31, 2022

Jesuit Scholarship
When a Jesuit dies a memorial  
scholarship is established in his name.
Family and friends are invited to  
contribute to these funds.

CHEQUES:  
Please make cheques payable to the JESUITS
and remit to
43 Queen’s Park Crescent E.
Toronto, ON M5S 2C3
supportus@jesuits.ca  
or (416) 481-9154

Please accept my contribution to the __________________________________ Scholarship.

NAME:__________________________________________ MEMBER NUMBER: __________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________TEL: ____________________________

CITY: _________________________________ PROVINCE: ________   POSTAL CODE: _______________

AMOUNT: ____________________________ CARD: VISA     MASTERCARD     AMEX

CARD #: ____________________________________________________________  CSV: _____________

EXPIRY: _________  /  _________  SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________

WHAT IS A SCHOLARSHIP?

A Scholarship is a sum of money that is 
invested. The income from this money 
is used to support Jesuits in formation, 
current and future ministries, and 
senior Jesuits.

WHAT IS A FOUNDER'S 
FUND?

A Founder’s Fund is a sum of at least 
$50,000 that annually contributes 
to the expenses of educating a 
Jesuit, supporting current and future 
ministries, or caring for senior Jesuits.

A moderate sum will found (begin) a 
Scholarship, but a Scholarship is not 
completed until $15,000 has been 
contributed.

WHAT SUM IS REQUIRED TO 
FOUND A SCHOLARSHIP?

Founder’s Fund Incomplete
Joseph J. Barnicke Memorial Founder's Fund ..................$27,250.00*
William Blakeney and Ruth Henneberry Founder's Fund .. $8,100.00*
Rev. Francis X. Johnson, SJ Founder's Fund ................... $20,000.00
The John Montague Founder's Fund  .............................. $40,200.00*

Founder’s Fund complete
Rev. Robert G. Foliot, SJ Founder's Fund  .........................$50,000.00
Rev. S. Douglas McCarthy, SJ Memorial Founder's Fund  .$50,000.00

Scholarships incomplete
Bill and Rosemary Balmbra Scholarship  ........................... $5,100.00* 
Bill & Marion DesRoches Memorial Scholarship  .............. $2,450.00* 
Bruno Diesner & Gloria Micallef Scholarshjip  ....................$7,000.00* 
The Don & Mary Hanson Scholarship #2  ........................ $11,000.00* 
Holy Souls Scholarship #13 ............................................... $6,133.00* 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Scholarship #2  ...............................$12,000.00* 
Bro. Gerald L. Forest, SJ Scholarship Fund #5  ................. $9,925.00* 
Bro. J. Joseph Frechette, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .........$1,000.00* 
Bro. John P. Olney, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ...................... $200.00* 
George A. O’Neill, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .................... $8,001.00* 
Rev. Robert Brennan, SJ Scholarship  ..............................$11,815.00* 
Rev. Joseph A. Brzezicki, SJ Scholarship  ........................ $13,070.00* 
Rev. John P. Burns, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ................... $1,675.00*
Rev. David G. Creamer, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .............$7,706.00* 
Rev. Norman J. Dodge, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .......... $13,819.00* 
Rev. Terence J. Fay, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .................$10,571.00* 
Rev. Joseph B. Gavin, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ..............$11,498.00* 
Rev. John M. Hall, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .................... $3,195.00* 
Rev. Michael J. Hawkins, SJ Memorial Scholarship ...........$8,701.00* 
Rev. Francis X. Johnson, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .......... $6,836.00* 

Rev. Keith Langstaff, SJ Scholarship  ..................................$8,115.00* 
Rev. Michael J. Lapierre, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .......... $8,650.00* 
Rev. Gerald J. Mathieu, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ............$1,000.00* 
Rev. Francis V. Micallef, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ............ $1,043.00* 
Most Rev. Attila Mikloshazy, SJ Memorial Scholarship ..... $5,085.00* 
Rev. Ovey N. Mohammed, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ....... $2,855.00* 
Rev. James W. Murphy, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ............ $4,723.00* 
Rev. John E. O’Brien, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ............... $9,755.00* 
Rev. Daniel L. Phelan, SJ Memorial Scholarship #3  ...........$9,010.00* 
Rev. Frederick J. Power, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ......... $10,524.00* 
Rev. Christopher T. Rupert, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ..... $13,140.00* 
Rev. William F. Ryan, SJ Memorial Scholarship  ................. $4,765.00* 
Rev. Charles B. Siitter, SJ Memorial Scholarship  .............. $8,851.00* 

Scholarships complete
Rev. Winston J. Rye, SJ Scholarship .................................$15,000.00 

Other Funds
Gregory Thomas Graham Foundation  .................................. $305,985.19 
Mrs. Catherine M. Miller Mem Sch. Fund #5  ...................... $676,742.26 

*Indicates that the Scholarship is open for general contributions.



Have you  
remembered 
the Jesuits in 
your will?
By remembering the Jesuits in 
your will, you can help prepare 
young men to work in the 
vineyard of the Lord and sustain 
elderly Jesuits who have given 
their lives to Christ and the People 
of God.

For more information, 
Please contact:

Colleen Franks 
Assistant Director, Office of Advancement 

at 416.962.4500 ext. 241 

or at cfranks@jesuits.org or online at  
https://jesuits.ca/support-us/planned-giving/



Come 
follow me...

The Vision of St. Ignatius at La Storta, Regis College, Toronto 
artist: Sean Michael Powers

“

I will be 
generous  
to you ...ˮ

In 1537, on his way to Rome, Ignatius had a vision in which he saw God the Father turning to his Son who was carrying  

the cross, and giving Ignatius and those in his company into Jesus' hands "with exceeding great love."  This made such  

an impression on Ignatius that he requested their new company be named the Society of Jesus.



MAISON PROVINCIALE
25, RUE JARRY OUEST
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